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A is for Albescent.
As in becoming white.
Point of origin unknown.

B is for Blanche.
As in Carte. As in white paper.
As in “full discretionary power, unrestricted permission or authority in some manner.”
As in “paper duly authenticated by a signature and otherwise blank, left to someone to be filled
in at his discretion.”

C is for Cracker.
As in hard wafer. As in coal-cracker.
As in “They are small, gaunt, and cadaverous, and their skin is just the color of the sand-hills
they live on. They are quite incapable of applying themselves steadily to any labor, and their
habits are very much like those of the old Indians.” [Frederick Law Olmsted, “A Journey in the
Seaboard Slave States,” 1856]

D is for Dwarf.
As in a star’s luminosity, highest and lowest.
As in a small, very dense star.

E is for Eggshell, edelweiss.
As in paint color, treading carefully, thin and delicate.
As in nobility.

F is for Flag.
As in surrender.
As in truce. As in cease.

G is for Glair.
As in part of an egg.
As in bright, clear. As in healthy, clean, light.

H is for House.
As in 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
As in residence and workplace.
As in work-life balance.

I is for Irreproachable.
As in lily-white.
As in apart, alone, unrivaled, peerless, isolated.
As in whites-only.
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J is for Jeff.
As in brevity.
As in “sometimes used by African-Americans to indicate a Southern rural poor white person.”

K is for Kir.
As in a drink made of wine and creme de cassis.
As in a recipe. As in invention.

L is for Liebfraumilch.
As in German wine.
As in “milk of Our Lady.”

M is for Mameluke.
As in “source of Portuguese Mameluco (n.) ‘mestizo, cross-breed between a white and a native
Brazilian.’”
As in “Egyptian dynasty 1254-1517, originally a military unit comprised of Caucasian slaves.”

N is for nigra.
As in “a white Southern U.S. pronunciation.”
As in derogatory compromise.
As in slang.

O is for Ofay.
As in African American word for white person.
As in “Yoruba ofe ‘to disappear’ (as from a powerful enemy), with the sense transferred from the
word of self-protection to the source of the threat.”

P is for Poor.
As in po’ white trash.
As in “To the Southerner, the ‘poor white’ in the strictest sense is a being beyond the pale of
even the most generous democratic recognition...so much social debris.” [Robert Penn Warren,
“The Briar Patch, 1930, footnote].

Q is for Quadroon, Queen Anne.
As in offspring.
As in “feathery blossom.”

R is for Russian.
As in mixed drink.
As in “the rug really tied the room together.”
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S is for Supremacy.
As in...
As in...

T is for Terceroon.
As in “offspring of a white and a mulatto.”
As in “being third in descent from a Negro.”
As in the Spanish “terceron, from tercero, a third (person).

U is for Union.
As in group. As in more perfect.
As in we hold these truths.

V is for Vienna.
As in capital city, foundation, fort.
As in through it river runs.

W is for Whale.
As in Moby. As in pursuit. As in hunt.
As in futile.

X is for X-ray.
As in unknown quantity.
As in beam of light.

Y is for You Know.
As in You-Know-Who.
As in unmentionable.  As in better left unsaid.

Z is for Zinfandel.
As in “dry California wine.”  As in the Austrian Zierfandler.
As in smuggled cutting. As in import.
As in homegrown.

(https://www.etymonline.com/)


